SUMMARY

HA-1255

James Gosier House
Main Street
Darlington, MD 21034

A replacement for a ca. 1880 house that burned down in 1818,
nevertheless the James Gosier House is an interesting artifact of early
20th century Darlington. The broader proportions, bellcast mansard roof,
shed-roofed dormers, and sparer design date the James Gosier House
as later than its two neighbors. The George Whitelock House (HA-1256)
and the Finney-Galbreath House (HA-1253). As such, it represents the next
stage in the evolution of taste among the substantial middle c3ass citizens
of Darlington.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story clapboard house with a mansard roof is on the west side of
Main Street in Darlington.

Facing east, the house,set on a stuccoed foundation, is three bays wide and two
bays deep with a two-story, partially-enclosed porch on the west side. In all
sides but the latter are shed-roofed dormers containing two four-light windows.
Other windows generally have 2/2 sash and louvered shutters. There is one brick
interior chimney, slightly north of center. The principal--or east--facade is
spanned by a hip-roofed porch with tapered columns and a railing with square
balusters. In the north bay is an entrance, flanked by two full-length windows on
the south. The entrance has plain side lights and a three-light transom. The
three windows in the second story are not aligned with the first story openings.
The north end has two windows in each story. The south end has a two-story bay
window in the westernmost bay, flanked on the east by two windows in each story.

The two-story porch on the west side is enclosed in the first story and partially
open in the second.
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E) SIGNIFICANCE NA-1255
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present house dates from the second decade of the twentieth century, when
a ca. 1880 house burned down. Like the neighboring George Whitelock House (HA-1256)
and the Finney-Galbreath House (HA-1253), the Tot was part of a 16-acre parcel th?t
Miles Crow had acquired in 1866 from Oliver Warfield and subsequently subdivided.
The land was part of the tract "Phi]ipﬁ Purchase" owned by Thomas C. Stump and sold
by his widow in 1864 to the Warfields.

In 1883, Miles Crow sold this lot in Darlington to Ellen Dallam for $256.18.3
In 1904, Ellen Da]]aw (now a widow) sold the rear half of the lot to Edwin and
J. Fletcher Hopkins;™ in 1906, the latter acquired her half of the lot;® and, in
1919, a lot from Wm. B. Se]fe6 (owner of a hardware store and b1a9ksmith shop).
— In 1946, he sold all three parcels to Mac Hill and Mary Edmonson.

In conjunction with its two neighbors, the George Whitelock and Finney-Galbreath
Houses, this house represents the next step in the evolution of the Darlington
middle class vernacular. The broader proportions, bellcast mansard roof, shed-
roofed dormers, and sparer design date this house as later, but it remains a logical
successor to the adjacent two houses.

Liber WHD 17, Folio 177
Liber WHD 15, Folio 30
Liber ALJ 49, Folio 295
Liber WSF 113, Folio 202
Liber WSF 120, Folio 36
Liber JAR 164, Folio 233
Liber GCB 296, Folio 406
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Land, Will and equity records of Harford County

Portrait and Biographical Sketches of Harford & Cecil Counties, New York, 1897
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FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Natalie Shivers, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic District Commission of Harford County 11/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 South Main Street 838-6000 X207
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Bel Air Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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August 4, 1978

February 4, 1972

June 3, 1946
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June 2, 1919
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May 3, 1887

November 13, 1884

July 31, 1882

November 16, 1907

JAMES GOSIER HOUSE
Title Search
HA-1255

Grantor:

Grantee:
Sum:
Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:
Sum:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Sum:

Acreage:

John Franklin Sauers & wife, Ruth
Jeanette Sauers

L. James & Donna E. Gosier
$56,000

0.754 Acres

Stewart Day, Rep. of estate of L. Goldie
Smith (dec. April 7, 1971; Wil1-TLA
32/295)

John Franklin Sauers & wife, Ruth
Jeanette Sauers

0.754 Acres

Mac Hi1l & Mary R. Edmonson
L. Goldie Smith
2 Tots = 1 Acre

J. Fletcher & E1la Hollis Hopkins
Mac Hill & Mary R. Edmonson
1 Acre

Wm. B. & Sallie McConkey Selfe
J. Fletcher Hopkins
"Phillips Purchase" = 51 42/100 P.

D. C. Wharton Smith & wife, Virginia T.
Smith

Wm. B. Selfe

$1350

51 42/100 P,

Oliver C. & Annie M. Jourdan

D. C. Wharton Smith

$500

"Phillips Purchase" = 51 42/100 P.

Frank D. & Jennie Duphorn
Oliver P. Duphorn

$800

51 42/100 P.

Miles Crow & Joseph James

Frank D. Duphorn

$140

"Phillips Purchase" = 51 42/100 P.

Edwin & Jessie M. Hopkins

J. Fletcher Hopkins

$250 - % interest in WSF 113/202
72 83/100 P,



6b. WSF 113/202

6¢C.

7a.

8.

9. WHD 15/137(Mort.)

10.

ALJ 49/295

WSF 120/36

WHD 17/177

WHD 15/30

May 31, 1904

May 19, 1883

April 10, 1906

February 27, 1866

May 27, 1864

January 10, 1864

Title Search (Cont'd.)

HA-1255

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:

Sum:

Grantor:

Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Ellen H. Dallam, widow
Edwin & J. Fletcher Hopkins
72.83 P.

Miles Crow

E1len H. Dallam
$256.18

117 14/100 sq. p.

Thomas C. & Margaret A. Hopkins
Francis J. & Annie E. Hopkins
Samuel W. & Lucy M. Hopkins
(brothers of Ellen Dallam, dec.)
J. Fletcher Hopkins

$1031

(see Transaction #6c)

Oliver M. & Margaret S. Warfield
Edward M. & Sallie E. Allen

Amos Spencer

Miles Crow

$803.13

16A, 10P.

Oliver M. & Margaret S. Warfield
Ames Spencer

$2000

28 Acres of "Phillips Purchase"

Ann Stump, widow of Thos. C. Stump;
Wm. Henry Stump, Frederick & Mary A.
Stump

Oliver M. Warfield

$9010

"Philips Purchase" = 180 A, 27 P.



HA-1255

James Gosier House

1114 Main Street (MD 161),
Darlington

Harford County Dept. of

Planning map from aerial

photos taken March, 1990
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James Gosier House
Darlington, MD 21034
Natalie Shivers
Southeast

HA-1255
6/79




